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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
JOURNAL OF THE
 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
 
Providence, Rhode Island February 7, 1 966 
The Convention was cal led to order by Mr . Denn i s J. Roberts , 
Chairman, at 1:40 P~M Q' pursuant to the following written order: 
"February 1, 1966 
"TO all Delegates: 
"The next Convention session is scheduled for Monday, 
February 7 , 1966, at 1:00 P"M" in the Chamber of the House 
of Representatives. 
"As you know, ou r last session was canceled because we 
did not have a quorum . will you please make every effort 
to be in attendance at this meeting so that we may proceed 
with the business a t hand. Your cooperation will be greatly 
appreciated. 
"Because of the number of items on the General Orders, 
I hope t h a t the delegates will plan to stay in session until 
at least 5:00 P"M" 
"If the General Or d e r s are not finished at that time, 
consideration will be given to recessing and reassembling 
after a dinner break. 
"will you please use the enclosed postcard to indicate 
whether you will be available for an evening session on 
February 7th should one be called. 
"Ve r y t ru l y yours, 
(s i g ne d ) 
Dennis J. Roberts , Chairman " 
INVOCATI ON 
The Chairman pre s e n t e d Reverend R. Le r oy Mose r , Pa s t o r of t h e 
Central Baptist Church, Providence, for the purpose of giving the 
Invocation. The Invocation was given. 
The roll of delegates was called; there we r e 76 pres ent and 23 
absent. 
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Absen tees we r e Mr 0 Appolorn.a. ,Mmes . Bar b e r ; Ca st.':'g La , Me s s r s . 
Crandall , De l.eh a n t.y , De C:'a r:. t ol s g Dc dg e , Ga l aq h e r, Gi guere , .ro r d a n , 
LaLl.o , Mrs ~ r:.ambros q Me s s .r s . M3. r .Ln , McC b e e :v1cGrath u McKi nnon 0 
Merolla, Moon , Mu r pty of Tive~tcn g Murra y , !'I~ s . Pu ner o Mr . Vi 3.11 0 
and Mr s. Web s ter . 
The names o f t h e abs e n t ees we re c 3. 11.ed . 
On motion o f Mr . wex l e r , seco nd e d b y Mes srs o Coch r a n a n d Chaha r yn o 
the reading of the J o u r na l a f t h e pre vi.o u s d a y wa s d i spe n s e d , o n a 
voice vote. 
Mr. Vacca we Lcomed 3. S g ue s ts a t; the Co nv e n t i on the Le a g u e of 
Women Voters a n d t h e Golden Ag e r s 0::: Smi c' i f Le Ld , Wa rwi ck and No r th 
Providenc e~ 
On mo t i o n o f MY . eoch r a n q t he de Le oa e s ext.e nde d t o Re v e r e nd 
Moser a r i s ing vot.e o f a pp r e c i a t i o n fo r hi s k~ ndness i n g i v i ng t h e 
Invocation~ 
Mr. Co l ema n ; f o r the C c~~i ttee o~ LocaL Goverp~ent , rep o r t e d b a ck t h a t ; 
after a d u l y a d v e r t ise d p b l i.c h e r ' :tg was h e l d t h ere o n, by a vote o f 
9 to 0 , the Comm i t t e e d id no t rec ommend t.h e f o .lLow.i.n q p r op o s a l : 
p r oposa l No . 1 6 9 " p r oro s e d Ame ridme n t. t .o t .he Co n s ti tut .i o n 
LarnLti.nq t h e Legis .:'ative Po'we r of he 
Ge ne ral As s emb l y over Ci tie s a n d Towns " 
The p r op osa l a nd repor t we r e 3.ccepte d f r e f err e d t o t h e Commi t t e e 
of the Who e a n d p } c e d o n t h e Gene ra Or de r s . 
Mr , Di Lugl io , f o r t h e Comm.i, · t e e on t .h e Legis l a t i v e Depa r t me n t ., 
reported b a ck t.h a t; , a f t.e r a du l y a d ve rc i .aed pub l i c h e ar i ng was he ld 
thereon, by a v o te cf 9 +' 0 0 0 t.h e Cormni t.t e e d id no t r e c orruue n d the 
following propo5al ~ 
p ropo s a l No 0 2 ,u VJ t t.e r i.e s " 
The p :.:.op o s al a nd r e p cr t, we r e acc ep t ed ; r e f e r r e d t.o t h e Commi t, t e e 
of the Whole and p l a ced 0 :1 t h e Ge n e r a l Orders . 
Mr~ Di Lug Lo , f o r t.he c omrmct e e o n che Le q i s La t.Lv e Dep a r tme n t , 
reported back tha t ; a fce r a du l y adve r t. i s e d publi c r e a r i ng wa s held 
thereon, by a vo t e o f 9 t o 0 , t h e Commi t t pe d i d n o t recommend t he
".,~ _ " " following p ropo s a.; g 
p ropo s a l No ~ 3 "Ar t i c l e IV Of t h e Leg i sla tiv e Power " 
The proposa l and r epo.r t we r'e a c c.ep ce d , l-e f eY"'red t o t h e Commi t tee 
of the Whole and p . ace d o n t h e Ge n e r a l O~d~r s Q 
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Mr. DiLuglio, for the Committee on the Legislative Dep a r t me n t , 
reported back that, after a duly advertised public hearing was held 
thereon, b y a vote of 9 to 0, t h e Committee did not recommend the 
following proposal: 
proposal No . 1 56 "p r opo s ing t h e Repeal of a Provision of the 
Constitution of the State Relating to state 
Lotteries" 
The proposal and report were accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and p l a c e d on the General Or d e r s . 
Mr. DiLuglio, for the Committee on the Legislative Department, 
reported back that, after a duly adve r t ised public hearing was held 
thereon, by a vote of 9 to 0, the Committee d id not recommend t .he 
following proposal: 
Proposal No . 69 ll Le g i s l a t u r e H 
The proposal and report were accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and placed on the General Ord e r s . 
Mr. DiLuglio, for the Commi t t e e on the Le g i s l a t i v e Department, 
reported back that , after a duly advertised public hearing was held 
thereon, by a vote of 9 to a, the Committee did not recommend the 
following proposal: 
proposal No. 87 "Se s s i o n s of the Leg islature" 
The proposal and report were accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and placed on the General Orders. 
Mr. DiLuglio, for the Committee on the Legislative Department, 
reported back that, after a duly advertised public hearing was held 
thereon, by a vote of 9 to 0, the Committee did not recommend the 
following proposal: 
proposal No. 94 "Taxation" 
The proposal and r ep o r t were accepted, refer red to the Committee 
of the Whole and placed on the General Orders. 
Mr. DiLuglio, f o r the Committee on the Le g is l a t i v e Dep a r t me n t, 
reported back that, after a duly advertised public hearing was held 
thereon, by a vote of 8 to 0, the Committee did not recommend the 
following proposal: 
Proposal No. 114 "Legislative Power" 
The proposal and report we r e accepted, r e f e r r e d to the Commi t t e e 
of the Whole and placed on the General Orders. 
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Mr. D'i.Luq ILo , f or the Commit tee a ll. t he IJegis l.a t i v e Department , 
r o:=ported back t.h a t. , a f t e r a d u l y adve r t .i.sed pub l ic hearing wa s h eld 
thereon, by a vote of 9 t .o 0, the Commi tte e d i d not recommend the 
following propc sal : 
~l No . J. 25	 "Th e Governor" 
The propos a l and rep ort we r e acc ep t .ed , r eferr e d to the Committee 
o f t he Whole a nd p laced o n t .he Gener a l Or d e rs. 
Mr. ., Di Lug 1io , f o r t:he Committee on the Leg i s lati ve Depart ment , 
r eported b a ck that v a f t.e r a duly adve rt i s e d p ubl i c hearing wa s held 
the r e on g b y a vote o f 8 t o 1 , t he Committe e d i.d not recommend t h e 
following proposal : 
P r opo s a l No . 140	 ' Le g i s l a tiv e Session " 
The propos a l an d r e p o r t were accepted , referr ed to the Commi t t e e 
of t he Whole a n d p lac e d on the General Orders . 
Mr. DiLug l io , for the Conuni t t e e on t h e Leg i s l a t i v e Department , 
r epo rted b a ck ~hat , afte r a dul y adverti ~ ed publ i c h e aring was h eld 
t h ereon . b y a vo te o f 9 t .o 0 ., t h e Commi t .t.ee d id n o t recommen d t he 
f o l l owing p ropo s a l : 
proposal~ 1 41.	 "Le g i s l a t i v e Rules " 
The pro?osal a nd r e p o rt were accepted r eferred to the Commi t t e e f 
of the Whole and p lace d o n t h e General. Orders. 
Mr., DiLugl io , fo .:C t he Committee on the Legi s lati v e Depart .ment , 
r eported back t h a t, a.tter a duly advertis ed p ub l ic hear ing was held 
t h ereon , b y a vote o f 9 t.o Og the Committee did n o t r ecoITL"llen d the 
following proposal : 
P r oE,osal No . 1 68	 "P r opo s e d Amen dment t o Rho d e I s l and c o n s t i t u t i o n 
Ou tlin i ng Veto Procedu r e in t .he Ge neral Assembly, 
a n d Memorandum concerning same." 
Th e proposal a n d r e port we re accepted , r eferred t o the committee 
of the Whole and p l a ced on t .he General Or d e r s . 
Mr ~ DiLugl i o , for the Commi t t e e o n h e Le gis l a t .i .v e Department . 
r eported back that ., a f ·te r a duly adver t i sed publ i c h e a r ing wa s held 
t h ereon, by a vote o f 9 t o 0 , the Commi ttee did no t r e c omme nd the 
following p roposal : 
p roposal No . 1 51 :iLe g i s l a t i v e vote on Ve to '] 
The propos a l and r eport were a ccepted , r e f er r e d t o the Committee 
of the Whole and p lace d on the General Orders ~ 
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Mr. Di Luglio o f o r t h e Commi tte e on the Leg i sla tive Dep a r t men t 0 
repo r ted b a c k t h a t , a f t e r a du l y adv e r t i sed pub l i c hea r i ng was held 
thereon , b y a vo t e o£ 9 t o 0 , t h e Commi t t e e d id not recommend the 
following propo s a l : 
.p r opo s a l No . 1 63 "App r op r i a t i on Ei l l s " 
Th e p r op o sa_ a nd repo r t were a c c ep t ed u r efe r r e d to the Committee 
of the Whole an d pla c e d on the Gene r a l Order s ~ 
Mr . Di Lug l io o f or the Commi t t e e on t h e Le g i s l a t i v e Dep a r t me n t g 
reported back t.h a t , a f t e r a du l y advertised publi. c hea ring was hel d 
thereon, by a vo t e o f 9 t o 0 0 the Commi t t e e d i d no t re co~~end the 
following prop o s a l : 
p ropo s a l No. 1 64 ' s p e c i a l App rop r i a t i on s " 
Th e p ropo s a l and r e po r t. we re a c c e p ted , r e f e rre d t o t h e Commi t t e e 
of the Who le a n d p ' a c e d on t h e Ge ne ral Or de r s 0 
Mr o Di Lug 1 i o , f o r t h e Commi t t e e on t h e Le g i slativ e Dep artment , 
reported b ack t h a t. 0 a f te r a du l y a c1v e r t .i s e d publ i c hear i ng was h e l d 
t hereon g by a vot e o f 9 t o 0 0 t h e Co~~i t tee d i d no t r e c ommend t h e 
following propos a~ : 
p r op o s a l No . 7 ' Ar t i c l e I Vg Of t h e Le g i sla tive Powe r " 
The p r op o sal a nd r e po r t were a c c epf- e d u re fe rre d t o the Commi t t e e 
of the Whol e a nd p lac e d on t h e Ge ne r a l Order s ~ 
Mr. Dd.Luq Li.o , f o r t he Comrnitt:e e on t h e I e g i s l ative Depa rtment , 
reported b a ck r,h a t , a f t e r a du l y adv e r t i s e d p ub l i c hea r i ng wa s held 
t.hc r eon , by a vo t .e of 9 t o Do t h e Comm.i t.t.e e d i d no t r ecommend the 
following p r oposal : 
Pr opo s a l No . 142 "Of the Legi s l at i v e Power " 
The prop o s al and report were a c ep t e d g r efe r r e d t o t h e c ommi t t e e 
of the Whol e and p l a c e d on the Gene r al Or de r s . 
Mr . Di Lug l io o f o r t h e oillIll i t t e e on t h e Leg i s l a.t i v e Dep a r t men t g 
reported b a ck t h at , a f't.e r a d u. l y a dv e r t:i.sed p ubLi.c h e aring was h e l d 
the reon g b y a 070 e o f 9 t o 0 0 t h e Com.rn i t t e e r e c ommende d adop tion of 
the followi ng p r op o s a . : 
p r oposa l No . 29- Subs t i tute A "Of t h e Le g i s l a t i v e Powe r -Article IV" 
The p r op o s al a nd repor t we re accep~ ed o refer ~ e d t o the Co rr~itte e 
of the Whole a nd pla c ed on t h e Gene ral Or de r s o 
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Mr. wexler , for the committee on Style and Drafting , reported 
back that , by a vote of 9 to 0 , the Committee recommended adoption 
of the following proposal: 
p ropos a l NO M 25 "Pr e amb l e " 
The proposal and report we r e accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and placed on the General Orders. 
Mr. Wexler, for t h e Committee on style and Drafting , reported 
back that, by a vote of 9 t .o 0, the Committee recommended adoption 
of the following proposal: 
Proposal No~ 28 "Distribution of Powers" 
The proposal and report were accepted and placed in o rder for 
second reading of p roposals at the next session. 
COMMUNICATIONS 
The Chairman announced receipt of a letter from the Warwick 
Junior Chamber of Commerce recoIT@ending that a unicameral legislature 
be adopted in Rhode Island. 
The communication was referred to the Committee on the Legislative 
Department o 
The Chairman a l s o announced receipt of several resolutions 
adopted by the Rhode I s l a nd State Grange. The communication was 
referred to the Committee on the Legislative Department. 
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF PROPOSALS 
The Chairman announced receipt of the following proposals: 
Proposal No. 1 9 3 0 offered by Mr. Fanning of Cumberland, entitled 
"Publication o f Home Ru l e Charters ". 
The proposal was read and referred to the Committee on Local 
Government. 
Proposal No. 194, offered by Mr. Roberts, entitled "Of t h e 
Legislature". 
The proposal was read and referred to the Committee on the 
Legislative Department. 
Proposal No . 195 , offered by Mr. Roberts, entitled "Of the 
Legislature". 
The proposal was r e a d and referred to the Committee on the 
Legislative Department. 
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REPORT OF THE CO~~~ TT E E OF . HE WHOLE 
Th e Ch a i rman a n no un c e d t.h a c h e wou Ld p r e s e n t; t.h e r e po r t of the 
Committee o f t he Who l e f o r J a nu a r y 10 0 1966 , a copy o f wh i ch was on 
the desk o f e ach deleg a t e . 
On mot ion o f Mr o WexleYu s e c onde d by Mr. Ma nn i ng , r e a d i :1g of the 
repor t was di s p e n s e d a nd t h e Conv enti on proc eede d t o a c t t h e r e on , on 
a voice v o t e . 
The Chai rman , as Chairman o f the COIPmit t e e o£ t h e ~1ho le on 
January l a , 1 966 6 p r e sen t e d t he r p o r t of t h e Comm~t t ee o f the Who le 
to the Conven t i on a nd ac t i on wa s t aken t h ereon a s fol l ows ~ 
li The Commi t t e e o f t h e Who ': e me eting o n ~an ua ry la o 1966 , c on­
sidered PY'oposal No 0 133 0 lOf t h e Depart.ment o f l..Tu s t~ ice l e 
liThe Commi t t e e on t .h e Exec utive Depart.me n d i d no r e c omme nd . On 
a divis i on vote a mo t i o n t o recomme nd adop t i o n o f t h e p~opos al d id not 
preva i l ~1! 
Mr Q Pu c c i o s e c ond e d b y ~es srS 0 Col eman 1 F a nn i ng of Cumbe r a nd 
and Murphy of Wa r r e n , moved t h a t h e p ropo s a l b e adop t e d . 
On a divi s ion o te r t h e mo t ion fai ed of p s sag e u 1 4 deleg a t e s 
v o t i n g i n the af fiDnat ive a nd 4 3 de l e g a t _ s vo t i ng in t h e negative . 
Also li Th e Commi tt.e e c o ns i dered Pr opos a No . 17 2 0 UState Bond 
Referenda u 0 
liThe Commi tl: e e on the Ex e c u t i v e Dep a rLment recomme nded adoption. 
On a d i v i sion vo t e a mo t i o r- t o r e c omme nd adopt~o n of the p r opo s al 
prevailed~ " 
Th e proposa l was r e f e r r e d to t h e Commi t tee on S t yle and Dr a f t i ng . 
Also "Th e Commi t t e e c o nsidered proposal No ~ 176 0 "Reo r g a n i z a t i o n 
of the Execut ive Br a nch " [ I 
li Th e Commi t t ee on t .h e Ex e c u t ive Dep r t me nt r e c omme nd e d adopt i on. 
On a divis i o n vo te a mot ion t .O rec ommend adop t .io n o f t.he p r op o s a l did 
not prevai 1 ~" 
Mr . Dor is u s e c o nded b y Mes s r s o Canr.a u Kag a n a nd Be 1hume u r u moved 
that the propo s a l be r e j ec t e d . 
On a divisio n v o ce the moti o n prev a ile d o 4 7 de l e g a t e s voting in 
the affirmat i.ve a nd 1 0 de l ega t e s vo t i ng i n 't h e n e q a t.i.ve , 
GENERAL_ORDERS 
Mr o P i cka r d, s e c o nde d b y Mr o Cochran g moved t h t t:h e Co nv e n t ion 
resolve into a Comm ' t t e o f the Who l.e ul on t'he Ge ne r a l Ord e r s of the Dayo 
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The motion preva i l e d on a voice vote Q 
(For Journal. of t h e C0rIl.'1littee o f t h e Who le, s e e appendix, this 
Journal. ) 
Upon the ris ing o f t h e Commi t t ee of the Whole, the Chairman again 
called the Convention to order. 
Mr. Wexler announced that t h e Cornmi, t t e e on St y l e a.nd Drafting 
would meet at the rise of the Convention. 
ADJ OURNMENT 
At 4:40 PaMQ' on motion of Mr . Cochran, seconded b y Mr. Do r i s , 
the Convention adjourned to meet on Monday , February 1 4 , 1966, at 
1:00 P.M Q in the chamber of the House o f Representatives at the St a t e 
House,on a voice vote. 
August P. La Fr ance 
Secretary 
cons t i tutiona l Conventi on 
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A F PEN D I X 
Journal of t he Commi t tee of t he Wholp F eb r u a r v 7 , 1966 
Upon the resolving of t h e Conventi on into a Committee of the 
Whole, the Chairman called the Committee of the Whole to order. 
GE~""ERAL ORDERS 
The Committee of the Whole p~oceeded to consider and act upon the 
General Orders of the Day . 
Proposal No. l7l-Substitut§_~ "Of Amendments" 
(The Committee on Resolutions reco~~ends the adoption.) 
On motion of Mrs. Foster, seconded by Mr. Wexler, reading of the 
Proposal in full was dispensed on a voice vote. 
Section 1 o ~ the Prop o s a l was read.
 
Mrs. Foster, seconded by Messrs. Pickard, Gates and DiSandro,
 
moved that the Commi t t e e of the Whole recommend adoption of the section. 
The moti on was debated. 
Mr. LaSalle, seconded by Mr. Wexler , offered the following written 
motion to amend: 
"I move to strike ou :: the words" 
"Or the next state-wide special election." 
A. Norman LaSalle 
The motion was read. 
The motion was debated. 
On a division vote, the motion to amend prevailed, 42 delegates 
voting	 in the affirmative and 24 delegates voting i n the negative. 
Mr. Chaharyn, seconded by Mr. Fanning of Cumberland, offered the 
following written motion to amend~ 
"I move to amend Section 1 of Proposal #1 71B by striking the words 
"three-fifths" wherever they may appear in said section and sub­
stituting therefor the words " a majority". 
Orist D. Chaharyn 
The motion was read 
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The motion was debated. 
On a division vote, the motion prevailed, 39 delegates voting ln 
the affirmative and 26 delegates voting in the negative. 
The motion that the Committee of the Whole recommend adoption of 
the section as amended prevailed on a division vote, 46 delegates 
voting in the affi~ative and 14 delegates voting in the negative. 
Section 2 of the proposal was read. 
Mrs. Foster, seconded by Messrs. Toolin and DiSandro, moved that 
the Committee of the Whole recommend adoption of the section. 
On a division vote, the motion to adopt prevailed, 55 delegates 
voting in the affirmative and 4 delegates voting in the negative. 
Section 3 of the proposal was read. 
Mrs. Foster, seconded by Mr. LaSalle, moved that the Committee of 
the Whole recommend adoption of the section. 
On a division vote, the motion to adopt prevailed, 53 delegates 
voting in the affirmative and 0 delegates voting in the negative. 
Section 4 of the proposal was read. 
Mrs. Foster, seconded by Messrs. Gorham of Foster and Gates, moved 
that the Committee of the Whole recommend adoption of the section. 
On a division vote, the motion to adopt prevailed, 53 delegates 
voting in the affirmative and 0 delegates voting in the negative. 
Mrs. Foster, seconded by Messrs. Fanning of Cumberland, Cote, and 
LaSalle, moved that the co~~ittee of the Whole recommend adoption of 
the proposal as amended. 
The motion was debated. 
On a division vote, the motion to adopt the proposal as amended 
prevailed, 48 delegates voting in the affirmative and 3 delegates 
voting in the negative. 
Proposal No. 86 "Of Amendments" 
(The Committee on Resolutions does not recommend.) 
The proposal was read. 
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Mr. Beau~hemin seconded by Mrs. Foster moved that the Committee 
of the Whole recommend rejection of the proposal. 
On a division vote the motion to recommend rejection prevailed, 
47 delegates voting in the affirmative and 0 delegates voting in the 
negative with more than 4 delegates present and not voting. 
Proposal No. 187 "Of Amendments"
 
(The Committee on Resolutions does not recommend.)
 
The proposal was read. 
Mrs. Foster, seconded by Mr. Canna, moved that the Committee of 
the Whole recommend rejection of the proposal. 
On a division vote the motion to recommend rejection prevailed, 
42 delegates voting in the affirmative and 2 delegates voting in the 
negative with more than 7 delegates present and not voting. 
Mr. Cochran, seconded by Messrs. LaSalle, willey, and Doris, 
moved that the Committee of the Whole rise. The motion prevailed on 
a voice vote. 
August P. LaFrance 
Secretary 
Constitutional Convention 
